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N LM? READ| NG First Grade Benchmark 1 stf’i\';:;?g

Child Name/ID Audio File Examiner Date
NLM RETELL
SCRIPT NARRATIVE DISCOURSE COMPLEXITY (NDC) SCORE
Place Student Passage in front of student. SAY: “Please © Character Kam / any name @ a girl/ the girl @
read this out loud. Do your very best reading_ ri he|p OSetting on arug with some blocks @ on a mat / with blocks @
you if you need it. When you’re done I’'m going to ask O Problem (P) boy grabbed her ®| boywasntkind (@
you to tell me the exact same story, and I'm going to ask blocks IR —
you some questions. Are you ready?” ©Feeling sad / upset / mad ®@| didn'tlike it/ cried @
O Start timer when student reads first word. After 1 ©Plan ked teacher to hel th —{ planned/decided |®
minute, or if student makes 7 or more errors in the first 10 Attempt (A) asked teac b?(;cﬁs €IP 9eLNer 5| talked to teacher @
words, ask student to stop reading. Examiner reads
remainder of passage. ® Consequence(C)| teacher told boy to share |@| she talked to him |®
While student is reading, put a slash (/) through incorrect | Ending (E Kam and the boy built a big thev did it
words (mispronunciations, substitutions, skipped words). 9 (_ ) house together ) y : . ®
If student fails to correctly read a word after 3 seconds, ©End Feeling pleased / happy @| felt better / liked it @
say _the word and mark as mcorreqt. Se!f-correctlons EXPOSITORY DISCOURSE COMPLEXITY (EDC)
within 3 seconds, repetitions, and insertions are not errors.
Do not let student skip a line. After 1 minute, place a o mansion @|e very big house ®|®  lots of rooms @
bracket (]) after last word read.
() 10 ICE:F(;II\SngEE X1ITY (EC1) score [l | seNTENCE compLEXITY (SC)  score [l

> Kam was on a rug with some little toys. A boy saw 12  [Rrssy’ sy leh it et | because / so that 0]0]0)
her toys and grabbed all of them. The boy did not 23 P+A -0r- P+C -or- A+C ®| | when / while [01010)
hand them back, so Kam was sad. Kam sat on the 34 P+C+E -or- P+A+E ® after / before DDD
rug and made a plan to get the toys. She was going 46 N @ since/however /although /even though | ® ® @
to get them back. =0 gnoun) that / which / who DOD
Kam decided to get help from her teacher. who was 6o P+A+C+E @ e.g., mansion that... / blocks which... / teacher who...)
distracted by other kids. She asked her teacher, 6z JUUNURGA RN M ALY oI AL ap AL
“Can you please help me get my stolen blocks 77 | distracted ®| classmate ®| expertly @ | fabricated @
returned to me?” Her teacher calmly replied, “When 85 [ expansive @ | collaborated @ @ 0]
I’'m done teaching, I'll speak with your classmate 93
and tell him he needs to share so that you can play 105 NLM QUESTIONS i
together.” After Kam sat back down, the boy started 114 [/ YN(5} e oy  pts=incorrect  goopE
sharing because the teacher talked to him. Kam 122 6 Who was the story about? ® 0o
and the boy expertly fabricated a mansion that was 131 © Where was Kam in the beginning of the story? @00
expansive. Since it was a very big house with lots of 142 OWhy was Kam sad? @D0O
rooms, she had to stand on her tiptoes to put the 153 What did Kam do to fix the problem? OO
last block on. She was very pleased because they 162 ©6 How did the storv end? : 200
had collaborated together using the blocks which 169 - ry. - : :
came from two big, deep tubs . © What two things did you learn about mansions from this story? @ ® @

H AL VOCABULAR B R e e OR

@ sStart audio recorder it Aanswer | A: Kam and her friend collaborated. They both madea | o) o
SAY: “Thanks for reading and listening. Now you tell is similar to house. What does collaborate mean?
me that exact same story. Try to include as many grey text, say. B: Does collaborate mean work together or fight? @O
details as you can in your story.” d‘g:sat else A Kam and her friend fabricated a house. They ®®
While student is retelling the story, score the NDC and mean?” designed it. What does fabricate mean?
EDC sections. When it appears student is done retelling Ak B B: Does fabricate mean to tear down or to build? @O
SAY: “Are you finished?” Acceptable prompts (up to 3x): questionifA | A: The house was expansive. It had lots of rooms. What ®e
“Just tell me the story with the parts you remember.” is answered does expansive mean?
If it appears the student isn’t telling a story, SAY: incorrectly B: Does expansive mean big or colorful? 0JO)

“Remember, tell it to me like a story.”
Continue to Questions section. When test is complete,

INFERENTIAL REASONING (IR) 3 BiS7oear fcompiete,  Opts=incomect  goope

listen to audio to finish scoring. Using clues from this story, how many block D00 Why do you think that? DO
houses do you think Kam has built before? 1 pt = uses information from story
READING FLUENCY Using clues from this story, how tall do you 00 Why do you think that? DO

think the block house was? 1 pt = uses information from story

Total words # Errors in —_ " T A
EESI(E)I\?(I:'\\;QI read in 1 min I:l — " minute I:l = ﬂ_ What do you think the teacher said to the boy D00 Why do you think that? @

*If below benchmark (10) administer NLM Reading Benchmark 2 to make him share? 1 pt = uses background knowledge

@

[ Jcoredt ] . Totalwords ™1 [ | pERGONAL WRITING GENERATION (OPTIONAL)

Give Student NLM Writing Form. SAY: “In this story, Kam was sad someone took her
blocks. Write a story about a time when someone made you sad.” Encourage student
(up to 3x) to write a thematically related story. Score using NLM Flow Chart (see Examiner’s Manual).

SCORE* SCORE* = COMPOSITE SCORE

=]={e)={0)p)'4 Primarily word-by-word reading. No meaningful syntax.
RATING Primarily 2-word phrases. Awkward word groupings.

select one Primarily 3 to 4 word phrases. Mostly appropriate
phrasing and syntax.

Meaningful phrases. Appropriate syntax. Expressive
interpretation.

®© ®3

®

Combine: NDC+EDC+ Combine: F + 1V + IR *If below Retell benchmark (12) or Questions
EC1+SC +VC benchmark (22) administer NLM Listening
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N LM? READ| N G First Grade Benchmark 2 stf’i\';:;?g

Child Name/ID Audio File Examiner Date
NLM RETELL
SCRIPT NARRATIVE DISCOURSE COMPLEXITY (NDC) SCORE
Place Student Passage in front of student. SAY: “Please ﬁCharacter Jen /any name @ a girl / the gir! @
read this out loud. Do your very best reading. I'll help G Setting on the grass planting roses | ®@| on grass /planting |®
you if you need it. When you’re done I’'m going to ask O Problem (P) her nose and eyes beganto | eyes were bad/she |4
you to tell me the exact same story, and I’'m going to ask itch /to hurt was hurt!ng / sne.ezed
( Start timer when student reads first word. After 1 OPlan asked mom for helo / said “can — talifgrt]:?n/o??g::ed @
minute, or if student makes 7 or more errors .in the first 10 Attempt (A) you make it stoppitching?” ® mom / got mom @
words, ask student to stop reading. Examiner reads put drops in her eyes / got medicine /
remainder of passage. @ Consequence(C) eyes stopped itching @ felt better @
While student is reading, put a slash (/) through incorrect |« Endi E they finished planting the S
th t t th
words (mispronunciations, substitutions, skipped words). nding (E) rose bush @] they did it together | @
If student fails to correctly read a word after 3 seconds, ©End Feeling pleased / happy @| felt better / liked it |®
say _the word and mark as mcorreqt. Se!f-correctlons EXPOSITORY DISCOURSE COMPLEXITY (EDC)
within 3 seconds, repetitions, and insertions are not errors.
Do not let student skip a line. After 1 minute, place a o allergy ®|® caused by plants (D& makesyouitch @
bracket (]) after last word read.
M 10 ICE:F(;II\SngEE X1ITY (EC1) score [l | seNTENCE compLEXITY (SC)  score [l
> Last week, Jen sat on the grass with a rose bush 11 (from @ pt NDC section) P | because / so that 0]0]0)
that her mom got at.a shop. Jen’s mom t9ld herto 23 P+A -or- P+C -or- A+C ®| | when / while 101010}
plant the bush, but it began to make her itch. Then 34 P+C+E -or- P+A+E ® after / before 01010
her face started to get red, and she had to rub her 46 N @ since/however/although/even though ® ®®
nose @ lot b P+A+C+E | |{noun) that L which / wWho . DOD
Although she had quickly dropped the rose, her eyes 58 — e'g u /2 eryw = " o who..)
started watering too. She was upset because the 65 NSSURGARCIN IR0 S0 B ATt bt A AR A LT
itching wouldn’t cease. She immediately went inside 73 cease @ frantically ®| calming @ | irritated 0)
because she was miserable. Jen decided to tell her 82 |[pleased @ gorgeous @ @ 0)
mom, who was in the kitchen. She frantically said, 91
“Mom, my eyes and nose really itch, and | need your 102 NLM QUESTIONS :
help.” Jen’s mom helpfully said, “You have allergies, 110 [Z:X0/\N(3) e oy  pts=incorrect  goopE
which | know all about. A'Ilergies can be caused by 120 ©Who was the story about? @10
plants a,r’1d can make you |t_ch._l have some eye drops 131 © Where was Jen in the beginning of the story? 200
to help. Whgn they we_nt mm_dg, her mom gently 140 OWhy was Jen upset? @0®
put the calming drops in her irritated eyes. Jen was 150 What did Jen do to fix the problem? oo
pleased because her red eyes, that were swollen, 158 .
stopped itching. After Jen got help, they finished 166 ©OHow did the story end? @00
PP 9- N P, they © What two things did you learn about allergies from this story? @ ® @

planting the gorgeous rose bush together. 172
INFERENTIAL VOCABULARY (IV) 3 pts = A: clear/complete 1 pt = B: correct SCORE

2 pts = A: unclear/incomplete 0 pts = B: incorrect

@ Start audio recorder itAanswer | A: The itching wouldn'’t cease. She needed her mom's o) o
SAY: “Thanks for reading and listening. Now you tell is similar to help. What does cease mean?

me that exact same story. Try to include as many grey text, say: B: Does cease mean fo stop or to grow? ® O
details as you can in your story.” avhatelse 'A% The flowers irritated Jen’s eyes. She had to drop the ®
While student is retelling the story, score the NDC and mean?” rose. What does irritate mean?

EDC sections. When it appears student is done retelling Ak B B: Does irritate mean fo annoy or to be colorful? @O
SAY: “Are you finished?” Acceptable prompts (up to 3x): questioniftA | A: The eye drops were calming. Her eyes stopped ®
“Just tell me the story with the parts you remember.” is answered itching. What does calming mean?

If it appears the student isn’t telling a story, SAY: incorrectly B: Does calming mean small or to make feel better? (0[]

“Remember, tell it to me like a story.”
Continue to Questions section. When test is complete,

INFERENTIAL REASONING (IR) 3 BiS7oear fcompiete,  Opts=incomect  goope

listen to audio to finish scoring. Using clues from this story, what do you think D00 Why do you think that? 00
the weather was like outside? 1 pt = uses information from story
READING FLUENCY Using clues from this story, why do you think @@®@ Why do you think that? 34,

Jen’s mom already had eye drops? 1 pt = uses information from story

Total words # Errors in —_ . A
EESI(E)I\?(I:'\\;QI read in 1 min I:l — 1 minute I:l = ﬂ_ Why do you think Jen and her mom were D00 Why do you think that? DO

*If below benchmark (10) ing DDM subtest: planting flowers? 1 pt = uses background knowledge

[ Jcoredt ] . Totalwords ™1 [ | pERGONAL WRITING GENERATION (OPTIONAL)

Give Student NLM Writing Form. SAY: “In this story, Jen was upset her nose and
eyes were itchy. Write a story about a time when you were itchy.” Encourage student
(up to 3x) to write a thematically related story. Score using NLM Flow Chart (see Examiner’s Manual).

SCORE* SCORE* = COMPOSITE SCORE

=]={e)={0)p)'4 Primarily word-by-word reading. No meaningful syntax.
RATING Primarily 2-word phrases. Awkward word groupings.

select one Primarily 3 to 4 word phrases. Mostly appropriate
phrasing and syntax.

Meaningful phrases. Appropriate syntax. Expressive
interpretation.

®© ®3

®

Combine: NDC+EDC+ Combine: F + 1V + IR *If below Retell benchmark (12) or Questions
EC1+SC +VC benchmark (22) administer NLM Listening
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N LM? READ| N G First Grade Benchmark 1 (I;I:i?{g;er

Child Name/ID Audio File Examiner Date
NLM RETELL
SCRIPT NARRATIVE DISCOURSE COMPLEXITY (NDC) SCORE

Place Student Passage in front of student. SAY: “Please ﬁCharacter .Jack / any name @ a boy / the F’Oy O
read this out loud. Do your very best reading. I'll help G Setting getting ready in his room |@|getting ready / in room @
you if you need it. When you’re done I’'m going to ask OProblem (P) couldn’t go swim / ® was inside / @
you to tell me the exact same story, and I’'m going to ask had to clean his room had to clean
O Start timer when student reads first word. After 1 ©Plan i ahi /told hi - decided / thought | ®
minute, or if student makes 7 or more errors in the first 10 Attempt (A) ¢ earrll%m rllser\?vc::doge 'S @) did it / asked his mom |®
words, ask student to stop reading. Examiner reads let him go swimming/ _ _
remainder of passage. @ Consequence(C) said, “it is stunning!” @| let him/said “©OK”> |®
While student is reading, put a slash (/) through incorrect |« Endi E Swam in the pool / mom / :
) h t
words (mispronunciations, substitutions, skipped words). nding (E) watched him swim @| swam/was outside |
If student fails to correctly read a word after 3 seconds, ©End Feeling glad / happy / excited @| felt better / liked it |®
sgy _the word and mark _gs mcorreqt. Se!f-correctlons EXPOSITORY DISCOURSE COMPLEXITY (EDC)
within 3 seconds, repetitions, and insertions are not errors. I f board hold on t ti
Do not let student skip a line. After 1 minute, place a a] kickboard @|e srﬁgpso?g] ﬂgg{ ®le M olgcgir%ac (O}
bracket (]) after last word read.
0 I —
> One day, Jack was in his room. He was getting L ('om @ pt NDC section) et | because / so that DOD
reagy :o go sr\:ylm in his l;:lg pool.tV\_IhtentJack \:jvz—:ls 21 P+A -0r- P+C -or- A+C @| | when / while 01010}
ready to go, his mom, who was strict, stopped him. 31
Lot PP P+C+E -or- P+A+E @) | after / before PO®

She said he could not swim because he had not 41

@ since/however /although/even though O D ®

picked up his toys yet. Jack was upset. 49 P+A+C noun) that / which / who

It was a beautiful, warm morning. He wanted to 58 P+A+C+E ® ge.g., tasks that... / board which... / mom who...) DO
practice swimming with his new kickboard. A ESl VOCABULARY COMPLEXITY (VC) 1 bt b o e (O o Commcrony waria) SCORE
kickboard is a small, foam board which helps you 74 [tidy @ urgently @ | tasks @ | stunning 0]
float. You hold on to it so that you can practice 85 | satisfied ®| refreshing 10) 10) I0)
kicking. But he had to tidy up his messy bedroom. 95

He decided to get to work. Since he really wanted 105 NLM QUESTIONS

to swim, he worked hard. After Jack spent almost 114 JFXq(I/\N(5} e oy  pts=incorrect  goopE
three hours cleaning, he urgently found his mom. 122 ©Who was the story about? @00
He said, “Can | swim now because | completely 31 | @Where was Jack in the beginning of the story? @00
finished the tasks that you gave me?” Jack’s mom 140 OWhy was Jack upset? 2D®
proudly replied, “You cleaned your room so well. It 149 What did he do to fix the problem? 200
is stunning!” His mom was perfectly satisfied. Jack 157 ©6 How did th a2 - 2D®
felt happy. He ate lunch, then he eagerly swam in the 163 ow did t e.story .en - - -

refreshing pool while his mom closely watched him. 176 © What two things did you learn about kickboards from this story? (@ ® @

INFERENTIAL VOCABULARY (IV) 3 pts = A: clear/complete 1 pt = B: correct SCORE

2 pts = A: unclear/incomplete 0 pts = B: incorrect
If A answer A: Jack had some tasks to do. He needed to clean his

@ Start audio recorder

SAY: “Thanks for reading and listening. Now you tell is similar to room. What are tasks? ®o
me that exact same story. Try to include as many grey text, say: B: Are tasks games or work? ® O
details as you can in your story.” arhatelse  ['A: His room looked stunning. Jack did a good job. ®
While student is retelling the story, score the NDC and mean?” What does stunning mean?

EDC sections. When it appears student is done retelling Ak B B: Does stunning mean beautiful or small? @O
SAY: “Are you finished?” Acceptable prompts (up to 3x): questionifta | A: Jack’s mom was satisfied because Jack finished ®e
“Just tell me the story with the parts you remember.” is answered cleaning his room. What does satisfied mean?

If it appears the student isn't telling a story, SAY: incorrectly B: Does satisfied mean happy or worried? DO

“Remember, tell it to me like a story.”
Continue to Questions section. When test is complete,

INFERENTIAL REASONING (IR) 3 BiS7oear fcompiete,  Opts=incomect  goope

listen to audio to finish scoring. Using clues from this story, how messy do you D00 Why do you think that? 00
think Jack’s room was? 1 pt = uses information from story
READING FLUENCY Using clues from this story, how well do you 00 Why do you think that? DO

think Jack can swim on his own? 1 pt = uses information from story

Total words #Errors in — T N
EESI(E)I\?(I:'\\;QI read in 1 min I:l — " minute I:l = ﬂ_ Why do you think Jack wanted to learn how to @@ @ Why do you think that? |3, 5,

*If below benchmark (22) administer NLM Reading Benchmark 2 swim? 1 pt = uses background knowledge

[ Jcoredt ] . Totalwords ™1 [ | pERGONAL WRITING GENERATION (OPTIONAL)

Give Student NLM Writing Form. SAY: “In this story, jack was upset he had to clean up before
he could swim. Write a story about a time when you had to clean up.” Encourage student
(up to 3x) to write a thematically related story. Score using NLM Flow Chart (see Examiner’s Manual).

SCORE* SCORE* = COMPOSITE SCORE

=]={e)={0)p)'4 Primarily word-by-word reading. No meaningful syntax.
RATING Primarily 2-word phrases. Awkward word groupings.

select one Primarily 3 to 4 word phrases. Mostly appropriate
phrasing and syntax.

Meaningful phrases. Appropriate syntax. Expressive
interpretation.

®© ®3

®

Combine: NDC+EDC+ Combine: F + 1V + IR *If below Retell benchmark (14) or Questions
EC1+SC +VC benchmark (23) administer NLM Listening

© 2023 Language Dynamics Group, LLC. |  www.LanguageDynamicsGroup.com




N LM? READ| N G First Grade Benchmark 2 (I;I:i?{g;er

Child Name/ID Audio File Examiner Date
NLM RETELL
SCRIPT NARRATIVE DISCOURSE COMPLEXITY (NDC) SCORE
Place Student Passage in front of student. SAY: “Please @ Character _ Ron /any name @ a boy / the boy ®
read this out loud. Do your very best reading. I'll help G Setting going onrides atthe park [ ®|  onrides/park @
you if you need it. When you’re done I’'m going to ask OProblem (P) started to feel sick / felt sick / ®| didn'tfeelgood @
you to tell me the exact same story, and I'm going to ask his stomach was uneasy - o :
you some questions. Are you ready?” ©Feeling scared / sad / mad ®@| didn'tlike it/ cried @
O Start timer when student reads first word. After 1 ©Plan told his dad he felt sick / —| planned / decided @
minute, or if student makes 7 or more errors in the first 10 Attempt (A) gai d '“SI n%ght%[h?ovflgp” (@) talked to dad )
words, ask student to stop reading. Examiner reads :
remainder of passage. ® Consequence(C)| saton abench/felt better |@ he helped him @
While student is reading, put a slash (/) through incorrect | Ending (E went on more rides / he did it again
words (mispronunciations, substitutions, skipped words). 9(®) rode on different rlsjes all day ® g : @
If student fails to correctly read a word after 3 seconds, ©End Feeling happy / excited @| felt better/likedit @
say _the word and mark as mcorreqt. Se!f-correctlons EXPOSITORY DISCOURSE COMPLEXITY (EDC)
within 3 seconds, repetitions, and insertions are not errors. k
Do not let student skip a line. After 1 minute, place a © motion sickness (®[® fluid in ears moves ®|© rﬂguggc}{?é’ ®
bracket (]) after last word read.
(1) 10 B RN 0 score [l ] senTENCE compLEXITY (SC)  score [l

> One day, Ron was with his dad at a fun park. He (I (from @ pt NDC section) SR | because / so that DOD
wanted to go on all the fun rides. He stopped ata 24 e o when / while DOD
tall ride that was fast and spun a lot. He went on it. 37 P+: CorE fat PorA AI;C % after / before 010]0)

; ; +C+E -or- P+A+
But at the end of the ride, he started to feel sick. 49 PLALC ® since/however/although/even though @ ® ®
He was scared because his stomach suddenly 56 noun) that / which / who 101010}
felt uneasy. Ron decided to find his dad, who was &6 P+A+C+E ® geg fide that.. / carnival which.../ dad who...
A I3 . t d bel Il I

nea_:’bly. H¢ta Ltlrgent:jylsal_d,h tIt\rp‘vent ona rFl‘de ,thz;t L VOCABULARY COMPLEXITY (VC) 1 B b e e (o o o orery wear SCORE
rapidly rotated and I mig row up:” Ron's da 85 | uneasy ®| urgently @] rotated @ | nauseous [O)
replied, “Since you feel sick, it sounds like you 9 | plissfully @ calmer 10) 10) I0)
have motion sickness. Let’s find a calm, relaxing 102
place so that you can rest.” Ron’s dad told him 112 NLM QUESTIONS
about motion sickness. He explained it happens 119 Xt/ \N (2} e oy  pts=incorrect  goopE
when You stgp moving but the fluid in yOL_lr ears 129 ©Who was the story about? @00
doesn’t and it can make you nauseous. His dad 38 | @ Where was Ron in the beginning of the story? @00
quickly found a nearby bench, and had Ron sit 147 OWhy was Ron scared? 2D®
down. After several minutes, Ron felt relieved 154 What did he do to fix tt.le roblem? 200
because he didn’t feel sick anymore. Then he 162 ©6 How did the st a2 P : M0
blissfully rode calmer carnival rides, which didn’t 169 ow di e_s orY end: - - -
spin, for the rest of the day. . © What two things did you learn about motion sickness from this story? @ ® @

INFERENTIAL VOCABULARY (IV) 3 pts = A: clear/complete 1 pt = B: correct SCORE

2 pts = A: unclear/incomplete 0 pts = B: incorrect

@ Start audio recorder fAanswer | A: He was on a ride that rotated. He needed a calm, ®®
SAY: “Thanks for reading and listening. Now you tell is similar to relaxing place to rest. What does rotate mean?

me that exact same story. Try to include as many grey text, say: B: Does rotate mean fo spin or to go high? ® O
details as you can in your story.” avhatelse  |’A Ron’s stomach was uneasy. He didn’t want to throw ®
While student is retelling the story, score the NDC and mean?” up. What does uneasy mean?

EDC sections. When it appears student is done retelling Ak B B: Does uneasy mean sick or empty? @O
SAY: “Are you finished?” Acceptable prompts (up to 3x): questioniftA | A: Ron blissfully rode the new ride. He didn’t feel sick ®e
“Just tell me the story with the parts you remember.” is answered anymore. What does blissfully mean?

If it appears the student isn’t telling a story, SAY: incorrectly B: Does blissfully mean quickly or happily? (0[]

“Remember, tell it to me like a story.”
Continue to Questions section. When test is complete,

INFERENTIAL REASONING (IR) 3 BiS7oear fcompiete,  Opts=incomect  goope

listen to audio to finish scoring. Using clues from this story, how many rides 200 Why do you think that? DO
do you think were at the park? 1 pt = uses information from story
READING FLUENCY Using clues from this story, how many times 00 Why do you think that? DO

do you think Ron had motion sickness before? 1 pt = uses information from story

Total words # Errors in . . A
EESI(E)I\?(I:'\\;QI readin 1 min I:l -y minute I:l ﬂ_ What kind of snacks do you think they ate at D00 Why do you think that? DO

*If below benchmark (22) ider ad ing DDM subt the carnival? 1 pt = uses background knowledge

[ Jcoredt ] . Totalwords ™1 [ | pERGONAL WRITING GENERATION (OPTIONAL)

Give Student NLM Writing Form. SAY: “In this story, Ron was scared because his stomach
suddenly felt sick. Write a story about a time when you felt sick.” Encourage student (up to
3x) to write a thematically related story. Score using NLM Flow Chart (see Examiner’s Manual).

SCORE* COMPOSITE SCORE

=]={e)={0)p)'4 Primarily word-by-word reading. No meaningful syntax.
RATING Primarily 2-word phrases. Awkward word groupings.

select one Primarily 3 to 4 word phrases. Mostly appropriate
phrasing and syntax.

Meaningful phrases. Appropriate syntax. Expressive
interpretation.

®© ®3

®

Combine: NDC+EDC+ Combme F+IV+IR *If below Retell benchmark (14) or Questions
EC1+SC +VC benchmark (23) administer NLM Listening

© 2023 Language Dynamics Group, LLC. |  www.LanguageDynamicsGroup.com




N LM? READ] N G First Grade Benchmark 1 ofE\r(Igar

Child Name/ID Audio File Examiner Date
NLM RETELL
SCRIPT NARRATIVE DISCOURSE COMPLEXITY (NDC) SCORE
Place Student Passage in front of student. SAY: “Please @ Character Owen/any name _ @ a boy / the boy @
read this out loud. Do your very best reading. I'll help G Setting outside playing inthe rain | ®@| outside / playing | @
you if you need it. When you’re done I’'m going to ask O Problem (P) shoes got full of water /|5 wet / cold ®
you to tell me the exact same story, and I’'m going to ask feet were cold and wet
you some questions. Are you ready?” ©Feeling sad / upset / mad ®@| didn'tlike it/ cried |®
O Start timer when student reads first word. After 1 ©Plan ked 1 help him / —{ planned/decided |®
minute, or if student makes 7 or m_ore errors .in the first 10 Attempt (A) tolgsh eer hrigoftranetoweerepfré?zing ® talked to mom @
words, ask student to stop reading. Examiner reads e eI Ll _
remainder of passage. © Consequence(C) boots / took off wet shoes ®|  she helped him |®
While student is reading, put a slash (/) through incorrect |« Endi E mom helped put on boots /
: . t
words (mispronunciations, substitutions, skipped words). nding (E) he played in puddles again ® got dry @
If student fails to correctly read a word after 3 seconds, ©End Feeling happy / relieved @| felt better / liked it |®
say _the word and mark as mcorreqt. Se!f-correctlons EXPOSITORY DISCOURSE COMPLEXITY (EDC)
within 3 seconds, repetitions, and insertions are not errors. de of
Do not let student skip a line. After 1 minute, place a o galoshes ®[6  reallytallboots ~ @|@ Water’?,?o& Tubber @
bracket (]) after last word read.
. I —
> One day, Owen was out playing in the rain. After he 11 [fristataatb S okl et | because / so that DOD

jumped ina big puddle, Owen got water in his new 22 P+A -0r- P4C -0r- A4C @| | when/ while DOD
shoes. His shoes were not very tall, so they got wet. 33

after / before DOD
Owen was sad because his feet were very wetand 43 P+C+E -or- P+A+E ®

ince/however /although/even though | O D ®
P+A+C @||3hee
cold. He knew he needed to get help. 51 noun) that / which / who

DOD
Owen ran to his mom, who was standing outside their &1 EAACAE ® geg shoes hat../ galoshes which.../ morm who..)

apartment. He said, “Can you help me? These shoes 70 N[OSITNAEVIV TS0 N TR mbitiateiibanit A A AC e S

that | thought were waterproof are totally freezing 78 |drenched @ soaking wet @ struggled @ | eventually 0]
my feet.” When Owen’s mom saw him, she pulled 87 [g,cceeded @ | frolic 10) 10) ®
him under her umbrella since he was completely 95

drenched. She kindly said, “I think we have a raincoat 10s NLM QUESTIONS

and some old galoshes. Galoshes are really tall boots 114 FJXe3(I/\N(5} e oy  pts=incorrect  goopE

that are made of waterproof rubber. They should fit 123 ©Who was the story about? 200
you.” After she quickly found them, Owen’s mom 131 |G \here was Owen in the beginning of the story? @00
took off his soaking wet shoes an_d dumped out the 141 OWhy was Owen sad? 2D®
water so that they wouldn’t get ruined. Even though 150 - -

. , What did Owen do to fix the problem? @00
she struggled getting the galoshes on Owen'’s feet, she 159 ©6 How did the st a2 2D®
eventually succeeded. Owen was relieved because he 166 ow dli e.s ory .en . -
was able to frolic in the puddles without getting wet. 176 © What two things did you learn about galoshes from this story? @ ® @

INFERENTIAL VOCABULARY (IV) 3 pts = A: clear/complete 1 pt = B: correct SCORE

2 pts = A: unclear/incomplete 0 pts = B: incorrect

@ Start audio recorder fAanswer | A: Owen was completely drenched. He had been ®®
SAY: “Thanks for reading and listening. Now you tell is similar to playing in the rain. What does drenched mean?

me that exact same story. Try to include as many grey text, say: B: Does drenched mean really wet or really funny? ® O
details as you can in your story.” arhatelse  I'A: Owen’s mom struggled to get his boots on. They ®
While student is retelling the story, score the NDC and mean?” were old. What does struggle mean?

EDC sections. When it appears student is done retelling Ak B B: Does struggle mean to wish or to try hard? @O
SAY: “Are you finished?” Acceptable prompts (up to 3x): questionif A | Az Owen frolic in the puddles again. He had his boots ®e
“Just tell me the story with the parts you remember.” is answered on. What does frolic mean?

If it appears the student isn't telling a story, SAY: incorrectly B: Does frolic mean to play or to swim? (0[]

“Remember, tell it to me like a story.”
Continue to Questions section. When test is complete,

INFERENTIAL REASONING (IR) 3 BiS7oear fcompiete,  Opts=incomect  goope

listen to audio to finish scoring. Using clues from this story, how long do you @®@ Why do you think that? |4, &
think Owen’s mom planned to stay outside? 1 pt = uses information from story
READING FLUENCY Using clues from this story, how well do you 00 Why do you think that? DO

think the old galoshes fit him? 1 pt = uses information from story

Total words #Errors in — T . A
EESI(E)I\?(I:'\\;QI read in 1 min I:l — " minute I:l = ﬁ;— Why do you think Owen wanted to play in the @@ @ Why do you think that? |3, 5,

*If below benchmark (48) administer NLM Reading Benchmark 2 rain? 1 pt = uses background knowledge

[ Jcoredt ] . Totalwords ™1 [ | pERGONAL WRITING GENERATION (OPTIONAL)

Give Student NLM Writing Form. SAY: “In this story, Owen was sad because his feet got
wet and cold. Write a story about a time when you got wet or cold.” Encourage student
(up to 3x) to write a thematically related story. Score using NLM Flow Chart (see Examiner’s Manual).

SCORE* COMPOSITE SCORE

=]={e)={0)p)'4 Primarily word-by-word reading. No meaningful syntax.
RATING Primarily 2-word phrases. Awkward word groupings.

select one Primarily 3 to 4 word phrases. Mostly appropriate
phrasing and syntax.

Meaningful phrases. Appropriate syntax. Expressive
interpretation.

®© ®3

®

Combine: NDC+EDC+ Combme F+IV+IR *If below Retell benchmark (16) or Questions
EC1+SC +VC benchmark (24) administer NLM Listening
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N LM? READ] N G First Grade Benchmark 2 ofE\r(Igar

Child Name/ID Audio File Examiner Date
NLM RETELL
SCRIPT NARRATIVE DISCOURSE COMPLEXITY (NDC) SCORE

Place Student Passage in front of student. SAY: “Please @ Character Ben / any name @| aboy/theboy @
read this out loud. Do your very best reading. I'll help G Setting at dad’s house watching TV ®| dad’s house /TV. @
you if you need it. When you’re done I'm going_to ask OProblem (P) dad salﬁ it was ,ttlrtr]e Lor bed / ®| hehadtogotobed @
you to tell me the exact same story, and I’'m going to ask S WEET LIS
you some questions. Are you ready?” ©Feeling upset / sad / mad ®@| didn'tlike it/ cried | @
( Start timer when student reads first word. After 1 ©Plan {2 book and asked his dad —{ planned/decided |®
minute, or if student makes 7 or more errors in the first 10 Attempt (A) g0 atooroeagnhin?Sa gtor;ls ad 5 talked to dad @
words, ask student to stop reading. Examiner reads dad said “OK. A few pages” / —
remainder of passage. © Consequence(C)| ~ e read the book to him ®@| hesaiditwas OK |®
While student is reading, put a slash (/) through incorrect |« Endi E he got to stay up late / got to :

. . t lat
words (mispronunciations, substitutions, skipped words). nding (E) listen to his dad read the story ® twas fate @
If student fails to correctly read a word after 3 seconds, ©End Feeling happy / excited @| felt better / liked it |®
say _the word and mark as mcorreqt. Se!f-correctlons EXPOSITORY DISCOURSE COMPLEXITY (EDC)
within 3 seconds, repetitions, and insertions are not errors.

Do not let student skip a line. After 1 minute, place a © chapter books @6 l?r?%sstr%réﬂzrdbveﬂ%d ®|® don't have drawings |®
bracket (]) after last word read.
10 ICE:F(;II\SngEE X1ITY (EC1) score [l | senTENCE comPLEXITY (SC)  score [l
> Last week, Ben was at his dad’s house. It was late 11 EUNINCYSNRIeRR) P | because / so that DOD
a_nd he was wat_chlng TV. His dad told him it was 22 P+A -0r- P+C -or- A+C @||when / while 01010)
time to brush his teeth and go to bed. Ben was 33 after / before 010]0)
upset because he did not want to go to bed. After 44 P+C+E -or- P+A+E S|t
. : P+A+C @ since/however /although/even though O D ®
Ben brushed his teeth, he made a plan. 52 +A+ gnoun) that / which / who DOD
Ben quickly pulled a book off the shelf. When his &2 Rt e E ©) | og. stores that.. books which... dad who..)
CERRITIEC T WU TR IVERVCR BRI RVCITREE AR VOCABULARY COMPLEXITY (VC) | Bt Per wojd below (or equally complex synomm) scome
please read this story to me?” Ben’s dad, who 80 | timidly @  studied @  divided @ | dramatically @
studied the cover, said, “This book, again? OK, but 89 [yivid @ | snuggled @ @ @

just a few pages since it’s so late.” It was a funny 101
chapter book. Chapter books, which are long stories 100 NLM QUESTIONS
that are divided into smaller parts, usually don’t IirA FACTUAL (F) e oy  pts=incorrect  goopE
have colorful drawings. His dad began dramatically 124
reading the book using different voices. Ben’s vivid 132 © Where was Ben in the beginning of the story? ®
imagination ran wild. He clearly pictured what was 140 OWhy was Ben upset? ®
happening in the story! Although Ben was happy 148 ®
&)

®

oeeeoe
lleeoeoe

®Who was the story about?

; - >
because he got to stay up late, he was getting tired. 159 What did Ben do to fix the problem?

When his dad finished reading, he snuggled under 167 ©OHow did th? storY end? . P
the covers so that he could go to sleep. 176 © What two things did you learn about chapter books from this story? @

INFERENTIAL VOCABULARY (IV) 3 pts = A: clear/complete 1 pt = B: correct SCORE

2 pts = A: unclear/incomplete 0 pts = B: incorrect
If A answer A: Ben timidly asked his dad to read a book. It was

@ Start audio recorder

SAY: “Thanks for reading and listening. Now you tell is similar to really late. What does timidly mean? ®®
me that exact same story. Try to include as many grey text, say: B: Does timidly mean fo be loud or to be shy? ® O
details as you can in your story.” ahatelse  ['A: His dad dramatically read the book. He used lots of ®
While student is retelling the story, score the NDC and mean?” voices. What does dramatically mean?

EDC sections. When it appears student is done retelling Ask B B: Does dramatically mean slowly or in an interesting way? ® ©
SAY: “Are you finished?” Acceptable prompts (up to 3x): questioniftA | A: Ben had a vivid imagination. He could picture what ®e
“Just tell me the story with the parts you remember.” is answered was in the story. What does vivid mean?

If it appears the student isn't telling a story, SAY: incorrectly B: Does vivid mean clear or scary? (0[]

“Remember, tell it to me like a story.”
Continue to Questions section. When test is complete,

INFERENTIAL REASONING (IR) 3 BiS7oear fcompiete,  Opts=incomect  goope

listen to audio to finish scoring. Using clues from this story, how many times do D00 Why do you think that? 00
you think Ben and his dad have read this story? 1 pt = uses information from story
READING FLUENCY Using clues from this story, how long do you 00 Why do you think that? DO

think it would take them to finish the story? 1 pt = uses information from story

DECODING Total words __ #Erorsin ﬂ_ :
FLUENCY* [ |:| 1 minute |:| Why do you think Ben’s dad read the book? ~ @®@ WhY do you think that? 3, 5,

*If below benchmark (48) il / ing DDM subt 1 pt = uses background knowledge

[ Jcoredt ] . Totalwords ™1 [ | pERGONAL WRITING GENERATION (OPTIONAL)

Give Student NLM Writing Form. SAY: “In this story, Ben was upset he had to go to bed.

25 (e5:{e]s)@ Primarily word-by-word reading. No meaningful syntax. | Write a story about a time when you didn’t want to go to bed.” Encourage student (up to
RATING Primarily 2-word phrases. Awkward word groupings. | 3x) to write a thematically related story. Score using NLM Flow Chart (see Examiner’s Manual).
select one Primarily 3 to 4 word phrases. Mostly appropriate ®
Meaningful phrases. Appropriate syntax. Expressive @ SCORE* COMPOSITE SCORE
interpretation. Combine: NDC+EDC+ Comblne F+IV+IR *If below Retell benchmark (16) or Questions

EC1+SC +VC benchmark (24) administer NLM Listening
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